Walter John Stanton.

We regret to chronicle the death of Mr. Walter John Sianton,
which oceurred at Stroud on 2nd Angust last, following a
paralytic seizare some fow days previonsly. Ie wag born at The
Upper Thropp, Stround, on 24th March 1828, snd lived practicslly
the whole 85 years of his life in the neighbourliood of that town.
His father, Charles Stanton, had been in the Royal Navy, and
was subsequently a civil engineer and manofacturer.  Hemarried
Miss h[art[}'m Holbrow, of Strond, by whom he had three =ons and
eight dunghters, the sulject of this memoir being his second
son. Edocarcd at Warminster, and then in France and Germany
for the profession of a civil cogincer, he lollowed that ealling for
aome time under Jogeph Locke, giving it up. however, about the
vear 1856. Among works for which he was respousible, as he
once tohl the writer, wus the portion of the London avd  South-
Weztern line between Hovae and Guildford, or at least ihe
portion of it embracing the Duriton tuunel. Ie was also
cmployed on the Blackwall tuunel, and on ra.ilw:l,}*.'-,a at Barn-
ataple, Midburst, and Aberdovey, At the age of 28 ho was
offered a partnership in his father’s cloth business, which he
aceepied, ni the same time relinguishing his original profession.
For some venrs he was engngod in the arena of politics, and was
clectod MLY% for Stroud in or about ithe yeur 1873. Buot these
were stormy days in polities at Strond, and he wus unseated on
petition, In 18Bo, however, he was again eiected, and sat till
1835. Keenly devoted to science, and particularly to astronomy,
he was an original member of this Associntion, and retnined an
animated and practical interest in the science till the last, Not
much more than a month before his death he tock the writer to
his telescope one afternoon to observe the Sun spectroscopically,
His instrument was a Newtonian rellector, with silver-on-glass
mirrer of 10f-ius. diameter and 6 ft. foeal length, by Wich, with
altazimuth stand by Browning, provided with a batiery of
eyepieces and a spectroscope. Irom an astronowiieal point of
view he was thos, as may be imagined, a most interesting
person.  But above and beyomd his scienec and his many and
varied attainments was the irresistible charm of his character.
Tall and ereer in statnre and spare in figure, he could not fuil te
uttraet atteation, und no one, even a atranger, coull converse
with him for more than a few moments without focling drawn by
his sympathetic geniality. Like his far-famed younger brother,
Father Stanton, he was always brimming over with fun and
merriment, and one of the most delighiful of his characteristios
was the exuberance with which he entered into the feelings and



interests of young folk, He had lost the sight of one eye ; but,
blind as it was, it seemed o share in the moerry twinkle of the
other, and one always knew that something good was coming.
His was a rare personality, and one that will he sadly missed by
a large cirele. He married Miss Mary Capel, of The Grove,
Stroud, who died in 1894, and leaves two sons and three
daughters.
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